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PNGISD Appreciates Support from BASF and TOTAL  
 

The Second Grade classes at Van Buren Elementary were awarded a generous $2,000 grant 
from BASF Petrochemical.  The grant was used to purchase multiple science kits and 
equipment which allows the students to have enriched science curriculum through 
experiments and exploration. 

BASF funded the “Kid’s Labs” opportunity for all third 
and fifth graders at Van Buren, Taft, and Groves 
Elementary. The Children’s Museum of Houston came 
and provided a slime lab to the third graders and an acid 
and bases lab to the fifth graders. It was a great learning 
experience and we appreciate BASF for providing the 
opportunity. 



 
 
 

A big shout out goes to BASF!  Carol Hebert 
presented a $5,000 check to Taft Elementary 
from BASF.  The plan is to purchase iPads to 
supplement the technology program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students who had 50 or more AR 
points for the first semester were 
treated to Mazzio’s and bowling. 
  
  
 

Coach Becky Hebert 
shouts with excitement 
about her STRIKE!!!! 

Students who sold 
25 or more tubs of 
cookie dough 
were treated to a 
limousine ride to 
Dairy Queen and 
Tugboat Island. 

2nd Graders 1st Graders Kindergarteners 

3rd Graders 

Brady Brashers and 
Easton Leger 

anxiously await for 
the limo ride. 

Students Enjoy Limo Ride 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Van Buren faculty held its first “Parents Night Out” in December. Parents were able to have a 
date night or do some Christmas shopping. Kids were provided with food, karaoke, games, and 
lots of FUN!!!! 

Parents’ Night Out 

ALL ABOARD The entire school watched the Polar Express in 
their pajamas while drinking hot chocolate. 

Kindergarteners 
waiting patiently to 
give the conductor 
their boarding pass 
to see “The Polar 
Express.” 



 
 Congratulations to Kathy Brent’s Kindergarten class.They 

recently participated in the Shangri La “Decorate a Tree” 
Contest and won “Best Tree.”  During December 
members and visitors at the Orange nature preserve and 
botanical gardens voted for their favorite tree. Shangri 
La’s theme is “Be Kind to our World” and sponsors 
events that promote reusing and recycling. The students 
made snowman ornaments from recycled items.  The 
students used Mason jar lids, peanuts, acorns, bottle caps, 
tongue depressors, melted white solo cups, bottoms of 
water bottles, and aluminum can tabs. The garland of can 
tabs was over 70 feet long. The students were excited to 
see their snowman Christmas tree in the Port Arthur News. 
 

Pictured with Santa Claus are Ms. Kathy Brent 
and her kindergarten class. 

VB LITTLE INDIANS MAKE  
 
 



 

All the doors at Van Buren were decorated with a “Gingerbread Theme.” 
Students and teachers, participated in the making of the decorations for the doors. 



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
Project Furry Friend 
Third grade students organized Project Furry Friends. Students 
worked together to make advertisements asking others in the 
community and school to donate a bag of pet food to the Humane 
Society to help those hungry animals. The third graders were so 
excited when a representative of the Humane Society came to 
pick up the food and brought a "furry friends" along with her to 
say thank you.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Merry Christmas 

It was the most wonderful time of the year at 
Woodcrest! Students were busy caroling, 

taking pictures with Santa, shopping at Santa’s secret 
shop, watching the polar express, and much, much more! 
Many classes were even visited by elves from the North 
Pole!  
 
 
 
P.R.I.D.E. Wall 
Students who show and excel any characteristics of 
leadership as described in our PRIDE behavior 
program can be nominated by a teacher to be on our 
P.R.I.D.E wall. The students are selected every six 
weeks. Students receive this honor don’t only get their 
name on the wall but get a special treat at the end of 
the six weeks.   
 
 
 

 

3rd Grade Eruption 
While studying about volcanoes, 3rd Graders got to experience a 
hands-on lab, making mini-volcanoes out of play dough. Students 
built their own volcano and had to mix ingredients to make it 
erupt. 3rd graders also got to build 3 dimensional shapes using 
toothpicks and marshmallows during their geometry 
unit! These 3rd graders are having a lot of fun learning.  

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Chuck E Cheese! 
Kindergarten students pose with Chuck E Cheese at 
his visit to Woodcrest! Chuck E Cheese stopped by 
our school to help promote our fundraiser at his fun 
place!  
 
Anti- Bully Week 
Woodcrest celebrated Anti-Bully week. Teachers 
and faculty emphasized the importance of not being 
a bully and how to stop bullying when we see it. As 
part of this celebration, Devin Wyman, NFL 
Rookie, gave a 
motivational 
message to students 
and really got them 
pumped up to stand 
up to Bullies. The 
students learned 
how important it is 
to be your best at all 
times. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Martian Mania! First grade 
students celebrate the end of the 
action packed Solar System unit by 
dressing like Martians. During this 
unit students studied all the planets, 
the surface of the moon, how 
rockets are launched, and all about 
comets. Martian Mania day 
students launched rockets, made 
moon rocks, and invaded 
Woodcrest! The kids loved it. 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Taft Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you, Target! We were 
selected by Target to be part of 
their Books for Schools program 
and have already received $500 
worth of books.  
 

 In November we had our 
Fall Fest. The kids had 
over ten centers in which 
to participate in some 
form of harvest related 
activity. They could also 
make butter, shoot at a 
turkey with a bow and 
arrow, make rag dolls and 
more!  Mrs. Puente is the 
mastermind behind the 
idea, along with our great 
PTA who provide many 
hours of their time to 
make this a success. 
 

Second and third grade 
students were treated to a 
book of their choice 
through a program 
sponsored by Philpott Ford 
and Mid Jefferson County 
Retired School Personnel.  
 
They presented 200 books 
to our students. WE thank 
you for encouraging our 
children to read. 
 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 

 

First Graders Get a “Brain Break!” 
Students in Mrs. Graves’ first grade class use “Dr. Jeans Better Bodies 
and Brains” several times a week for a quick "brain break". It's a great 
way to start the day or wake them up in the middle of the day. It gets 
the kids out of their seats, gets them moving, and gets the brain ready to 
work.  There are several songs with movement that reinforces math and 
reading skills. Thanks to Mrs. Gauthier, all First Grade classes have a 
copy of the DVD.   

 
 

State Trooper Visits Ridgewood 2nd Gr. 

Students in Mrs. Ware’s second grade class had a visit from a Dad of one student, who is a Texas state 
trooper!   Trooper Droddy gave the kids lots of tips and advice about gun safety, vehicle safety, and 
information about his job!  He actually handcuffed a few kiddos, told them all about the special tools he 
uses (taser, pepper spray, bullet proof vest, etc.), gave them an in depth tour of his state trooper vehicle, 
and even let them get in and turn the lights on!  It was an awesome day and the kids had a fun time 
learning about an important community helper!   
 

3rd Graders Get “Dirty” with Science! 
In Science, third graders in Mrs. Woodall’s class studied 
natural resources and materials that come from the soil.  
They discussed each layer of soil and the composition of 
that layer as they added layers to their cups.  The 
students used marshmallows for the bedrock, cheerios 
served as the subsoil, chocolate rice crispies for the 
topsoil and then they mixed some mini m&ms in for the 
humus.  Next, students added gummi worms so our soil 
would get water and oxygen.  And, best of all, they got a 
tasty treat to bring home. Thanks, Pinterest!   
 



 
Students Get a Visit from 
Maxine The Owl! 

In coordination with the third grade 
animal unit, Ridgewood students 
were treated with a visit from 
Maxine the Owl, who lives at 
Shangri-La!  Students were able to 
dissect owl pellets and made lots of 
awesome discoveries about what 
owls like to eat.  What an exciting 
experience for our kids! 

 
 
 
Third Graders Create Volcanoes! 
Ridgewood third graders get hands-on learning with 
their annual volcano creations and eruptions!  The 
students had a wonderful time learning about the 
changing earth with the awesome project.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
Ridgewood Receives 
$5000 Grant!  
 
 
 
 
 

The PNG Education Foundation 
awarded Ridgewood a $5000 grant.  The 
money was used to buy IPADS for 
teachers to use in their classrooms.  
Congratulations also to Mrs. Harper, 
who received a grant to buy Math 
Sharks for her students!   
 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 

 

Fourth and fifth grade took a trip to Babes in Toyland at 
the Julie Rogers Theater in Beaumont. Many of our 
classmates performed in the production. Pictured here are 
two of our favorite elves. Everyone did an outstanding job.  

 

 

 

 

 Jason Project Field Trip 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Sonny, “The Birdman” 

Sonny, “The Birdman” used his magnificent 
birds to teach PNE 4th and 5th graders about 
good character and how to do their best. He 
encouraged them to work hard in school and 
stay away from drugs. Students were 
fascinated with the birds’ tricks and the beauty 
of the birds. They were an excellent audience!  

Mrs. Smith and PNE Chime Choir preformed  
Christmas music at two local banks.  

Patrons enjoyed the beautiful music of the chimes. 
 

5th grade students went to 
Lamar University where they 
learned about the ocean life, 
oil clean-up, and how to 
protect our environment in 
Southeast Texas. They 
enjoyed participating in 
experiments.  

 



Groves Elementary Happenings 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

  

Mrs. Guilbeau’s 4th grade Science class performed 
tests in a “Soil Lab.” Students tested gravel, sand, 
topsoil, and clay to find out the levels of water 
retention for each one tested and graded them from 
least to greatest. The students also recorded their 
observations of these natural sources noting the 
differences in color, texture, and aroma.   

 

Former NFL player, Devyn Wyman, 
recently visited Groves Elementary 
students.  They enjoyed his 
motivational presentation and came 
away with lots of new ideas for staying 
on the right track in school and life.   
 

He encouraged them with sayings like 
“Don’t make a wrong choice listening 
to the wrong voice” and “If I’m trying 
I’m flying!!!” 

 

We are so proud of all of the students who achieved the goals required to attend the 1st semester AR Reward 
Field Trip. These students had a great time off campus bowling and having lunch. We know these students see 
the importance in Reading and work very hard to reach these goals. As we were recently reminded by a guest at 
Groves Elementary… “Readers make leaders, and leaders ARE readers”. Congratulations to all those students 
who attended.  

 



Groves Middle Happenings 
 
 
 
 
Choir 
Choir participated in Region 10 Solo & Ensemble Contest Saturday, January 26th. The students 
earned a total of 178 Superior/1st Division medals. Congratulations to all competing students.  
  
GMS & PNMS Choirs have been invited to sing the National Anthem for the Houston Astros on 
Saturday, April 20th. Approximately 250 students will be performing! 
  
GMS will be hosting UIL Concert & Sight reading for middle school choirs on April 9-10.  
 
GMS Choir & Drama will be performing "Seven Brides For Seven Brothers" on Tuesday, May 
21st.  Performances @ 9 a.m., 2 p.m., & 7 p.m. 
  
 
ROBOTICS 
Robotics went to area contest with 2 invention teams 
on January 26, 2013 and competed with other 
schools around Region 5. 
 
 
 
 
Art 
Congratulations to our talented GMS art students! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motivational speaker Devin Wyman 
addressed tough topics facing teens 
recently when he visited PNMS. He 
encouraged students to dream BIG, and to 
hang with dream- makers, not dream-
takers.  

Port Neches Middle School held a Winter Fine Arts Night on December 

Then on December 20th the production of A Christmas Carol was 
performed throughout the day for elementary, middle school, and parents. The 
Choir and Theater Arts worked morning and nights on their rendition of this 
classic Christmas play. Before the evening performance, the 7th grade hosted a 
gumbo fund raiser with a local Cajun band to set the tone for a holiday gathering. 

With all the hard work from students and faculty, Port Neches Middle 
School certainly had a December to Remember. 

 



 Port Neches-Groves High School Happenings 
 

 

PNGHS Students Selected as 
Texas All-State Musicians 

Katelyn McCoy and Steven 
Courville, members of the 
Port Neches – Groves High 
School Band will perform 
with the Texas All-State 
Band in San Antonio, 
Saturday, February 16, 
2013 at the Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convention 
Center as part of the 2013 

Texas Music Educators Association Clinic/Convention. They were chosen for this 
honor through a competitive process held this year across the state at District, 
Region and Area levels. All-State is the highest honor a Texas music student can 
receive. Over 1,500 students are selected through a process that began with over 
60,000 students from around the state vying for this honor to perform in one of 13 
ensembles (bands, orchestras and choirs). Texas Music Educators Association 
sponsors the Texas All-State competition.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PN-GHS Lady Indian Soccer 
Team had a successful preseason at 
all three of the tournaments they 
entered.   
 
The team is celebrating with dinner 
at The Oasis after finishing 2nd 
place at the tournament in Austin. 
 



 
Golf 
The Boys Varsity Golf Team is currently ranked 
first in the state! The team won their last two 
tournaments and are coming off a sixth place 
finish at the state tournament last year. The 
district tournament will be March 8-9 where the 
Indians will defend their title as reigning 
champions. Good luck! 
 

 
Volleyball 
The 2012 Rock-a-Noos were the 2012 undefeated district champions. Along with their district and Bi-District 
titles, seven members of the team were selected to the 20-4A All District Team. They are… 
Lauren Lovejoy – District MVP 
Ricki Gilbert – Defensive Player of the Year 
Hailey Zampini – Setter of the Year 
First Team – Hannah Walker and Ryanne Lunceford 
Second Team – Kameryn Scroggs 
Honorable Mention – Breanne Brown 
 

Football 
Congratulations to the following varsity football players who received the following awards and honors this 
season. 
 
Texas High School Coaches Association Academic All State - Honorable Mention 
Tyler Coleman, Steven Mangini, Justin Reasons 
 
District 20-4A All District 
First Team - Kaleb Clark, Justin Reasons, Jeremiah Rose 
Second Team - Chris Mangini 
Honorable Mention - Tim Clopton, Austin Milan, Logan Warlick 
 
Port Arthur News Super Team:  Kaleb Clark, Justin Reasons 
 
Beaumont Enterprise Super Gold Team:  Justin Reasons 

College Signings 
Congratulations to the following seniors for signing with their prospective colleges. We wish you all much luck 
in continuing your success. 
Ricki Gilbert – LSCPA (softball) 
Nicole Thorn – Grayson College (softball) 
A.J. Smith – Henderson State (football) 
Justin Reasons – SFA (football) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In October, HOSA students raised $2251 for the Julie Roger's Gift of Life Foundation which 
benefits breast cancer education and awareness.  Over the holidays, HOSA students participated 
in numerous service projects which greatly benefited the community.  They decorated Oak 
Grove Nursing Home for Christmas, collected toys for CPS, decorated a Christmas tree for CPS, 
worked the CPS Christmas party, and worked PAPD's Blue Santa Christmas event.  This past 
weekend, 1/25-1/26, 19 HOSA members attended the Area VI HOSA contest.  One student, 
Kelli Hearne, placed 3rd in extemporaneous writing, which qualified her for state HOSA 

  hi  i  h  d   lif  f   OSA    



 
 

2013 PNG Indians Football Banquet 

The 2012 PNG Indians Varsity Football Team was 
honored at a banquet on Saturday, January 19 at the 
Eleganté Hotel in Beaumont. The evening honored the 
team members and their achievements on the field as well 
as in the classroom.  

Coach Faircloth began the evening with a few words 
reflecting on the season and Steve Collazo gave the 
invocation before dinner was served. Following dinner, 
special guests and PNG spirit leaders were recognized for 
their support for the Indians throughout the season.  

Prior to the banquet, the team voted on nine awards to 
give to their fellow teammates. The winners were 

announced by each position coach, and they briefly spoke about the recipients before revealing the winners. The 
winners were… Best Offensive Back-Tim Clopton, Best Offensive Lineman-Justin Reasons, Best Receiver-
Jeremiah Rose, Best Defensive Back-Dillon Hebert, Best Defensive Linemen-Austin Milan, Best Linebacker-
Logan Warlick, Special Teams MVP-Kaleb Clark, “Fighting Indian” Award Recipient-Dillon Hebert and the 
Team MVP-Tim Clopton.  

In addition, the 2012 Indians also had three seniors selected to the Texas High School Coaches Association 
Academic All State team. Tyler Coleman, Justin Reasons, and Steven Mangini received Honorable Mention 
honors. 

The night concluded with a highlight video from the season including a tribute to the senior class of 2013. The 
evening was a special night for the athletes as well as their families and friends. 

 
 “Be smart. Choose the right word. Dare to be different. Be 
courageous.”  That was the message delivered by former UIL Director 
Bobby Hawthorne when he conducted a writing workshop for University 
Interscholastic League journalism competitors. In all, around 75 students 
from six schools attended the workshop, hosted by PN-G High School in 
the Large Group Instruction room.Among the topics discussed by 
Hawthorne were “Finding original story angles,” “Avoiding clichés,” and 
“Putting muscle into story content.” 

Hawthorne is a graduate of White Oak High School (Austin) and the University of Texas at Austin where he 
received a BA/MA in Journalism/Communications. He served as UIL Director of Academic Journalism  
before becoming Director of Academics. He retired in 1999.  Hawthorn’s expertise is sought by schools and 
conferences all over the country. He is also currently a free-lance writer/editor. 

 
 
 



 

PNGHS UIL Journalism Team Dominates Competition 
The PN-GHS UIL Journalism team has dominated both UIL practice meets thus far, 
capturing top journalism team honors at both the Hamshire-Fannett and Nederland 
competitions.  The top team award is given to the school who has earned the most 
points in all four journalism events. 

Senior and PowWow Editor Emily Bolyard, who placed third in News Writing at the 
State UIL meet in 2012, has won a total of seven medals thus far, and finished in the 
top three in all four events at the Nederland meet. Bolyard took first in Headline 
Writing, second in Editorial Writing, second in News Writing, and third in Feature 
Writing. In addition, Bolyard took second in Editorial Writing at the Hamshire-
Fannett meet, fifth in News Writing and second in Headline Writing.  Other students 
who have won medals include seniors Elizabeth Dubois (second in Feature writing at 
Hamshire-Fannett), Tyler Sumrall (second in Editorial Writing at Hamshire-
Fannnett), and Jenna Marston (first in Feature Writing at Nederland), and 
sophomores Laurel Brittain (fifth in News Writing at Nederland) and Diego 
Fernandez (third in Headline Writing at Nederland).In winning the team trophies at 
both Hamshire-Fannett and Nederland, the PN-G journalists outscored the team from 
Crosby, which took top journalism team honors at the State meet in 2012. 

 

PNGHS Students Present…”Zombie Prom” 
On January 24, 25, 26, and 27, Port Neches-Groves High School performed the musical “Zombie 
Prom” by John Dempsey. The thirty members of the cast and crew successfully performed the 

show all four nights to 
an exceptionally large 
crowd and received 
high praise each night. 
The students were 
directed by Theatre 
teacher Melissa Eyles 
and the dances were 
choreographed by Port 
Neches-Groves alumni 
Thompson Pham. 
Choir teacher Steve 
James helped the cast 
to perfect the songs and 
keep time with the 
student orchestra which 
included Assistant 

Band Director Phillip Maldonado on bari saxophone, Groves Middle School Band Director Martin 
Trammel on drums, and Mrs. Annette Meier on piano. The orchestra was conducted by Port 
Neches-Groves High School Band Director Alex Wells. 

Senior Jenna Marston reacts 
to winning a gold medal. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
Dear Indians, 
 
I hope all of our PNG families are doing well and enjoying the spring semester.  The fall semester came and left 
quickly and I watched our children, teachers and administrators excel as they always do.  Honor, Pride and 
Tradition is alive and well and getting stronger every day.  Our parents are a major reason why the tradition is 
strong and long-standing.  We cannot operate as a district without active involvement from our parents.  Also, 
our business partnerships are thriving and local business entities are contributing their expertise and resources to 
ensure student success.  We have a winning combination of children, parents, administrators, teachers, board 
members and businesses in PNGISD.  We should always take time to be thankful for how blessed we are as a 
district.  I am pleased with the first round of STAAR and EOC test scores.  Our students outperformed the region 

on all tests taken.  Although I am pleased and proud of our children and staff, we still have to strive for continued improvement and I know we 
are dedicated to doing just that.  As you can see in the prior pages of this document, our children and staff are doing a wonderful job in all their 
endeavors.  
 
The 83rd Legislature is underway and several bills have, and continue to be filed regarding public education in the Great State of Texas.  Dr. 
Duhon, Assistant Superintendent, has posted a link on the front page of the PNG website that allows parents to stay abreast of what is 
happening at the capital.  The link is easy to use and gives the bill number, the author, a narrative about the bill, and how legislators vote on 
each bill.  It is a great resource for our moms and dads.  Prior to the session a lot of talk surrounded Testing and Accountability, Vouchers, and 
School Finance.  After a weeklong trip to Austin, daily meetings and personal communication with law makers, I’d like to share some issues 
with you.  It appears that there is momentum in the Capital to address testing and accountability with strong support to reduce the number of 
EOC tests from 15 down to 3-5 with support from both parties and both houses. I have not heard any talk about reducing the number of STAAR 
tests, but it is still early.  There is strong support to revisit the accountability system for the state and revamp it.   Most insiders are not sure if 
Dan Patrick (Senate Education Chair) has the support to fully implement vouchers, or a version of vouchers at this time.  It appears that 
lawmakers have decided not to dismantle the Teacher Retirement System, and it appears that our Education Service Centers will remain intact.  
Of course, there are a number of bills that will be filed regarding public education, but the ones I mentioned are the hot topics. Lawmakers 
indicate that they will probably not address the school finance issue until after the litigation is over.  They are indicating that funding for 
enrollment increases will be addressed.  I believe that the funding issue will be the hot topic during the 2014 session.  I’ll be glad to meet with 
anyone regarding legislative issues and discuss both the good and bad of any and all bills.  There is some hope that positive changes will be 
made this session.  There are approximately 1025 superintendents in the state and we maintain contact with lawmakers and we let our voices be 
heard.  We have over 330,000 teachers in the state and their voice is important and powerful as are our parents.   I encourage our moms and 
dads to stay involved in the legislative process and let their voices be heard.  We have a great way of life in PNG filled with prosperity and 
opportunity and we cannot permit lawmakers to interfere with that.   
 
I travel to campuses and see teachers teaching and children learning.  I see quality instruction and outstanding leadership on the campuses.  A 
great deal of our success is because parents send children to school ready to learn.  I am pleased with our progress and appreciate the great job 
on the part of children, parents and all PNGISD employees.   I truly enjoy being the superintendent for this outstanding district.   
 
As the weather warms, we will begin our trips to the river, lake and beach.  I don’t think we can be careful enough when the children are around 
the water and must ensure that we maintain safety in and around the water.  The trips to the river, lake and beach require travel and ensuring 
that seatbelts are worn can never be overlooked.  We want all the children and staff to return every Monday morning to learn and teach.  I wish 
each of you a wonderful spring semester.  Thank you for your support and unmatched commitment to this great district. 
 
Take care, 
Dr. Rodney D. Cavness 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Rodney Balsamo, President 
Jim Walters, Vice President 
Melanie Miller, Secretary 
Rusty Brittain, Member 

Darren McCutcheon, Member 
Lana Parker, Member 
Eric Sullivan, Member 

 
 
 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
409.722.4244         409.724.7864 (fax) 
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